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  time except when he is in a meeting. 
 
    
  SECRETARY 
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From the Manse 
 

2011 has been both interesting and challenging in the life  

of Idle Baptist Church. 

 

We have recently lost three long serving folk, but are about  

to welcome a new member. Financially whilst we have spent more 

than our income the loss has not been as much as was feared. The 

building continues to be well used by the community for both weekly 

and occasional events. 

 

Thank you to all who have contributed in whatever way to the  

continuing work of Idle Baptist Church and Community Centre in 

2011. 

 

But we must not dwell on the past for that is gone. We need to  

continue to move forward seeking not our will, but the will of God.  

 

In 2012 we face many challenges and as a church community we 

need to hold everything together in prayer. 

 

I encourage each of you reading this magazine to place your life  

before Jesus in prayer. To spend some part of your daily routine  

talking to Jesus in prayer and contemplation. So often we feel too 

busy to stop and think where we are going. Yet we know as  

Christians that God has a purpose for each of us, if only we will 

pause from our frenetic activity to spend time talking AND listening  

to Him. 

 

May God in Jesus be with you all through the coming year. 

 

Tony 
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DECEMBER 
 4 1 Kings   22: 6 - 17 
 2 Peter      1:19 ð 2:3 
 John     5: 36 - 47 

 
  11 Malachi     4: 1 - 6 
  1 Corinthians     4: 1 - 5 
  John     1: 19 - 28 

 
18 Zechariah    2: 10 - 13 

Hebrews  10: 1 - 10 
Luke     1: 57 - 66 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Isaiah   62: 6-7, 10-12 
Titus    3: 4 ð 7 
John    1: 1 ð 14 
 

JANUARY 
 

1 NEW YEARS DAY 
      Isaiah  11: 1 - 10 
 Galatian    3:26 ð 4:7 
 Matthew    2: 1 - 12 

 
 8 Isaiah  40: 25 ð 31 
  Colossians    1: 1 - 14 
  John     1: 14 - 18 
 
 15 Isaiah   49: 7 - 13 
  Revelation 21:22 ð 22:5 
  Matthew     2: 1 - 12 
 

22 Isaiah  42: 1 - 9 
  Ephesians    2: 1 - 10 
  John     1: 29 - 34 
 
 29 1 Samuel    3: 1 - 10 

Galatians   1: 11 ð 24 
John    1: 35 ð 51 

 
FEBRUARY 
  
 5 Exodus  33: 12 ð 23 
  1 John     1: 1 ð 4 
  John     2: 1 - 11   

BIBLE READINGS 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTERESTING QUOTES! 
 

ñThe best thing about the future is that it only comes one day at a time.ò 

ñThose who bring sunshine to others cannot keep it to themselves.ò 

ñBefore God we are all equally wise and equally foolish.ò 

ñA  friend accepts us as we are but helps us to be what we should.ò 

ñThe right to do something does not mean that doing it is right.ò 

ñNo matter how much you hug money it never hugs back.ò 

ñA good example has twice the value of good advice.ò 

ñIt is sad to grow old but nice to ripen.ò 

ñThe hardest thing is to take less when you get more.ò 

ñFaith is like radar,  it sees through the fog.ò 
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 BMS Birthday Scheme 

Ann 

HAPPY   
 
December 
  

 2nd  Jane Teale 
 15th  Denise Ainge 
 25th  Marilyn Thornes 
 
JANUARY 
 

 25th  Pat Wagstaff 
 
   

 

BIRTHDAY  

 

Golden Wedding Anniversaries  

 

Audrey and Milton   

Marilyn and Colin   

Lorna and Colin  

 

We thank you all for your cards,  

congratulations and good wishes  for  

our celebrations.  

With Our Love  

and  

God Bless  

from all of us.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
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Stanley Ackroyd  MBE 

 

1929 ï 2011 

 

Like our good friend Janet Berry who sadly went before him in May, 

Stanley was not an Idle Baptist only by location, his vocation was to 

be an inspirational Baptist and show the love of Jesus to others 

throughout his life. His latter years were plagued by  ill health and 

what must have been at times serious discomfort but all born with 

stoicism and enduring faith with no mention of complaint.   

 

Baptised in February 1946 by the Rev R Jones he was received into 

membership a week later. 

 

Much has been said of him since he was called home and all of us 

have some shared memories, the most recent being his enormous  

contribution to the Community Centre. Since 1985, his work on  

behalf of the disabled, liaison for the wheelchair users, pension fund  

representative all of which culminated in him receiving his unsought 

but thoroughly deserved  MBE. 

 

But he had another full and active life long before that- Life Boy  

Officer and who knows how many young men he has influenced  

along the way, Church Council Secretary, Deacon and Secretary to  

the Deacons, Sunday School Teacher the list goes on and as we know  

wherever there was an opportunity to assist or serve he would be 

there. 

 

Before all that as a young man he was a bit of a European traveller  

(I have seen the photographs) gadding about with a couple of other 

young men all quiffed and brylcreemed  led by the Twins and though 

he wouldnôt dream of telling you himself, Colin has mentioned  

previously that he was no mean cricketer and one of the few to 

achieve three wickets with three balls. 

 

So a full and active life, committed Christian, altruistic, helpful, a 

communicator and leader - a resounding yes to them all but in three 

words ï others before self.      

John 
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 Lilian Lawson 

                            

 1912 ï 2011 

 

Lilian  who before she was called home was our oldest member. 

 

Baptised in March 1932 by the Rev W Palmer she was received into  

membership two weeks later on the 3 April. 

 

Lilian has been quite courageous really, with Colin being away, living on 

her own, enjoying her independence in her own home until the last weeks.   

 

Though in failing health thanks to the ñhelpersò she has made it down to 

the Community Centre for lunch on a Thursday until very recently. 

 

She was also quietly proud of being the oldest member when invited to 

open our 200th Anniversary celebrations in 2008. 

 

Though having said that she would be the first to shun the limelight much 

preferring to help and support any and all manner of things but always in 

the background. 

 

From the 1930ôs onwards she did appear in several plays and operettas, 

and became a Sunday School teacher over sixty years ago.  

 

A stalwart of the Baptist Womens League Tuesday afternoon class which 

surprisingly she quite liked to Chair, and if you look at any photograph of 

a Ladies Evening Meeting or event during the latter half of the last century 

Lilian will be on it somewhere!     

 

She was very interested in the protocol of the running of the Church, keen 

to see that rules were adhered to and was never afraid to speak up  

regarding any infringement real or imagined. Even when virtually house 

bound she still liked to be kept informed as regards to what was going on 

at Church, Community Centre or latest meeting. 

 

A lifelong supporter who along with Stanley will be greatly missed.   

 

John 
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Hilda Tillotson  

 

1928 ï 2011 

 

Perhaps Hilda being called home was the biggest shock of the three friends we 

have lost. Sadly for us only twelve days from diagnosis to the call but a blessing 

in the suffering she avoided. 
 

A great friend and supporter to many of us, in fact to all those that she met 

really, be it in the Church, Community Centre or the Village. 
 

I know she has been a great friend and comfort to Harry over the years and often 

as we travelled from Idle to Farsley on a Wednesday night she would relate tales 

from her early years in Idle.  
 

She came from a large family and had over seventy five nieces, nephews, great 

nieces and nephews it was a rare occasion if we didnôt have to stop at a post box 

with yet more birthday cards! 
 

We may think of her as a latecomer via the Day Centre but not so, she often 

went to  the Baptists from the age of five because they had the best pantomimes 

and teas. 
  

Later in her teens as well as going to services and concerts she joined a music 

and movement class the forerunner of the gymnastic club. 
 

Kind, caring, always time for others, creative liked to collect and write poems, 

baker, musician in fact a lifelong music lover and pianist whenever you called 

there would be a CD on or Classic FM. She liked a good sing on a Sunday 

morning and would always write the hymns down to tell Harry later. 
 

Lunch at the Community Centre, coach trips, theatre and pantomime trips,  

holidays with Harry and his family, Church more Sundays than not, coffee 

mornings, BMS fundraising, meeting and greeting she always said ñI do what  

I canò and she did.  
   

How many other ladies in there eighties do you know who are quite bad at  

walking but insist on attending a guitar class on a Friday afternoon and who 

upon arrival sorts out the tea and biscuits for several others all younger than  

herself  ï again another place where she had many friends and will be greatly 

missed. 
 

My favourite memory of Hilda will always be the Wednesday after I had 

preached for the first time at Idle we went to see Harry and he mentioned that  

he had heard there had been a new fella preaching on Sunday and was he any 

good? ñWell, he kept me awakeò said Hilda ï praise indeed.  
 

Truly a friend to all who knew her.    

John 
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Jokes  
 
Why was Cinderella such a poor footballer? 
  She kept running away from the ball  
  
What did Mary Poppins want from Santa? 
  "Superclausifragilisticexpiallysnowshoes" 
  
What never eats at Christmas time? 
  A turkey - it's usually stuffed 
  
Why did Ken keep his trumpet in the fridge?  
  Because he likes "cool" music 
  
What is the most special part of your body at Christmas? 
  Your mistle toe 
  
What is Mum's favourite christmas carol? 
  Silent night 
  
What did Adam say on the day before christmas? 
  "Is it christmas, Eve"? 
  
  
Using our gifts  
  
Jesus once told a parable about the use of gifts (or talents) given to 
those who follow Him (Matthew 25: 14 -30) It was clear that whether 
his servants had many or few gifts, they all had the ability to use 
them in the events of daily living.  
 

He looks to us, also, to use the gifts and abilities we have.  
 

Even if they seem insignificant to us, they are important to Him 
(Matthew 10: 40 -42) 
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THANK YOU  
  
"Thank you" from Livewire to all those who gave to our "children in 
need" donation last week including Mums and Tots who gave £100.  
 
We will be able to send £250  -   WOW!  
  
  
Prayer  
 

Lord, when I learn that someone is hurting,  

Help me to know what to do and to say:  

Speak to my heart and give me compassion, 

Let Your great love flow through me today.  

        Amen 

             Denise  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *     

Bought some 'rocket salad' yesterday but it went off before I could eat 

it! 

 
A teddy bear is working on a building site.  He goes for a tea break and 
when he returns he notices his pick has been stolen.  The bear is angry 
and reports the theft to the foreman.  The foreman grins at the bear and 
says "Oh, I forgot to tell you, today's the day the teddy bears have their 
pick nicked." 
  
Just got back from my mate's funeral.  He died after being hit on the 
head with a tennis ball.  It was a lovely service. 
 

19 paddies go to the cinema, the ticket lady asks "Why so many of 

you?"  Mick replies, "The film said 18 or over." 

 

An Asian fellow has moved in next door.  He has travelled the world, 

swum with sharks, wrestled bears and climbed the highest mountain.  It 

came as no surprise to learn his name is Bindair Dundat.  

             Denise 
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    Itõs that time once again for me to do my bit. We have 

now had our first two sessions so there is plenty to tell 

you! To start with, we have made one or two modifica-

tions to our programme. We now have a òjokeó box, best 

re -phrase that a box in which we put jokes.  Some of 

these are from the kids which they tell  

themselves! Numbers have been down a little on those 

expected but then again we have received apology  

letters so é. 

    Our October programme ran around the central theme of òGood Founda-

tionsó. Got to say our singing wasnõt up to the usual standard. I had to have a 

word the helpers and they promised to do better next time! We talked a bit 

about what was a ògood foundationó and then the kids were split into teams. 

They had to build the tallest tower from boxes and cardboard tubes. Funny 

how the simplest of things keeps kids òbigó and òsmalló occupied for ages! You 

should have seen how high we managed to build them. I think my team won. 

Well they did! What, me bias? Would I? For our craftwork we decorated di-

nosaur masks. Kids certainly do have some fantastic imaginations!  

    The kids seem to like seek and find quizzes and we had one based on, yes 

you guessed, ògood foundationsó. Not only did they have to find the num-

bered cards but also say whether the item on the picture had good  

foundations or not. One of these was a òBibleó and we explained why it had 

good foundations! As mentioned we told a few jokes and had a good laugh, 

well I thought they were funny anyway. We tried a different type of DVD 

and this one was called òWhatõs in the Bible?ó part 1, presented by puppets. 

Different approach, to help them learn what the Bible is all about, some 

parts good, I might use other parts later. Oh yes, of course I had to force 

them to play the odd running about game! At our finish as always we say our 

prayers and we never have a lack of volunteers from the kids to help say 

them.  

    In November we had our first visitor ð Jillian, a òpuppy walkeró with her 

latest six month old dog called Punch. She explained to the kids all about 

training the dogs, the type of dogs used the cost of training and she had 

made up a sheet to show us. Where do the kids find those questions? Punch 

was a bit fussy but, anyone who wanted to, gave it a stroke before he had to 

go. Oh, by the way, the helpers did sing better so my little talk must have 

done the trick! We decorated foam backed notebooks in our craft period. All 

the kids were òchuffed to bitsó with their efforts and they couldnõt wait to 

show them off to all the helpers - rightly so!  
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    Have you tried to determine what an object is when all you can do is feel it 

inside a bag? Well our kids did, we had five separate bags with five objects in 

each. We enjoyed that! I thought it would be good to have a banana wrapped 

in cling film as an object. Bet youõll never guess what happened to that? Iõll 

just say it didnõt look much like a banana at the end! More jokes, who thinks 

of them? The weather was good so most of the kids had a short while outside 

- pleasantly surprised at how many could skip! I did try to tire them out a bit 

but failed miserably. We also had an inside òtreasure huntó in teams with the 

helpers racing after them with the clues. Ok maybe òracingó was a slight     

exaggeration!  Our DVD had in it the animated stories of òJonahó and òThe 

Prodigal Sonó. I had over forty, yes forty questions and there were only one 

or two they didnõt know the answer to! We decided to donate our subs to   

children in need and at our close one of our kids said his own prayer for that 

cause. 

              Ken 

THE WISDOM OF A CHILD 
 

Gilbert was eight years old and had only been in the Cub Scouts for a short 
while.  During one of his meetings all the boys were given a sheet of paper with 
some instructions on it, some pieces of wood and four wheels. The leader was 
convinced that, with the help of a grown-up, they would be able to complete this 
little project. All the boys beamed with enthusiasm as they hurried home eager 
to make a start, that was, all except Gilbert. Even the leader couldnôt miss his 
reluctant smile as he slowly trudged off. 
 

Gilbert and his mum hadnôt lived in the area very long and he hadnôt seen his 
dad for longer than he cared to remember.  Not only that but he hadnôt any  
relations who lived anywhere close. Gilbert felt a little sad but then he perked 
up as he knew his mum would do her best to help. Mum, gave him a hug as 
soon as he walked in through the door and quizzed him about his night at cubs. 
Sheôd seen the wood, the wheels and the sheet of paper but pretended not to 
have and waited for Gilbert to tell her. After a bit of coaxing he told her about 
the ñgo cartò he had to make and how all the boys were to have a downhill race. 
Everything they needed to know was on the sheet of paper.  
 

ñThat sounds goodò, said mum, ñWhen do we startò. 
 

Mum he knew didnôt have many tools and didnôt start out too well by holding the 
instructions upside down, but they did have a good laugh about it!  Mum did all 
the reading and general instructing whilst Gilbert had to be the practical one. 
Within a few days the parts were nailed, screwed or stuck together to make 
ñBlue Lightningò. Yes, it was a bit lop-sided, wobbly and the paint had run a bit 
in places, but his mum said it looked great and he did feel quite proud of  
himself. 
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The day of the race arrived and he proudly pulled his cart as he headed for the 
start. When he arrived his pride turned to humility as he looked around at the 
other cars which were so superior to his. It was obvious that fathers,  
grandfathers and uncles had played their part. Sleek styled bodies, fancy paint 
jobs; they really did look the business! Some of the boys giggled and whis-
pered to each other as they looked at the ñBlue Lightningò. Gilbert, was the 
only one there without a man-figure at his side, he had his mum!  
 

It was race time and all the boys were climbing into their carts, Gilbert, how-
ever held up the race proceedings as he hesitated before getting in, knelt 
down closed his eyes clutching ñBlue Lightningò and said a short prayer. At  
either side of him were two of the fastest looking and sleekest of all the carts. 
They made a few comments and told him to get a move on, which Gilbert  
ignored, but he wasnôt bothered anyway. He prayed in earnest for about a  
minute he stood up quietly uttering, ñOkay, Iôm ready nowò! 
  

The whistle blew and the race began. The carts moved down the finely sanded 
ramp some quicker than others, Gilbert was at the rear. The pace picked up 
and the lead changed hands a few times. Gilbertôs car, after a slow wobbly 
start, picked up speed quicker than he dreamed and believe it or not had  
overtaken several other carts. As the finishing line drew ever nearer ñBlue 
lightning was closing in on the leader and with the crowd now willing him on 
edged in front to win. 
  

Gilbert leaped into the air, gave a loud ñThank Youò and everyone clapped in 
approval. The Scout Master came up to Gilbert to present the trophy with a  
microphone in his hand. Smiling he made the obvious statement, ñI guess your 
prayer came true Gilbert, you wonò!  
 

ñOh, no sir. That would not be fair to ask God to help you beat someone else.  
I just asked Him to help me not to cry too much when I lostò! 
 

Gilbert didnôt ask God to win the race; he didnôt ask God to fix the outcome. 
When Gilbert first saw all the other carts he didnôt moan and say ñItôs not fair 
they all had help from a grown-up manò! No he went to his Father for strength. 
Perhaps we spend too much of our prayer time asking God to rig the race, to 
make us number one, or too much time asking God to remove us from the 
struggle, when we should be seeking Godôs strength to get us through the 
struggGilbertôs simple prayer spoke volumes to those present that day. He never 
doubted that God would indeed answer his request. He didnôt pray to win, hence 
hurt someone else, he prayed that God would supply the grace to lose with  
dignity. Gilbert by stopping the start of the race to speak to his Father also 
showed the crowd that his Father was most definitely with him. Yes, Gilbert 
walked away a winner that night with both his mum and his Father at his side.  
 

May we all learn to pray this way.le. ñI can do everything through Him who gives 
me strengthò ï Philippians 4:13  
              Ken 



14                        visit our website τ www.idlebaptist.co.uk 

 The Importance of Exercising 

 

My grandpa started walking five miles a day when he was 60. 

Now he's 97 years old and we have no idea where he is. 

 

I like long walks, especially when they are taken by people who annoy me. 

 

 I have to walk early in the morning, before my brain figures  

out what I am doing  

 

I joined a health club last year, spent about £250 haven't lost an ounce  

apparently you have to go there! 

 

 Every time I hear that dirty word 'exercise',  

I wash my mouth out with chocolate. 

 

 If you are going to try cross-country skiing, start with a small country. 

 

 I know I got a lot of exercise the last few years,...... just getting over the hill. 

 

 We all get heavier as we get older, because there's a lot more information  

in our heads. That's my story and I'm sticking to it.  

 

Every time I start thinking too much about how I look I just find a pub with  

a ñHappy Hourò and by the time I leave, I look just fine. 

 

 You could run this over to your friends but just e-mail it to them! 

 It will save you the walk!  
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