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From The Manse
Friends

Confident in Evangelism — being able to tell your story of your walk with
Jesus to others

| wonder do the words Mission or Evangelism excite or frighten.

Recently | was in a meeting talking about how as Baptists we welcome
people into the church through full immersion as a public declaration of
faith and belief and desire to follow Jesus Christ.

Mission or Evangelism is about that public declaration of faith, not just at
a service of believers baptism, but in how we behave towards one an-
other in and outside the church and in how we talk to others.

Read the opening chapter of Mark’s gospel. It talks of the way being
prepared and of Jesus coming to John to be baptised. Much as in our
traditions people seeking baptism come to be prepared by being taken
through what membership of God’'s church means. What are the privi-
leges, what are the demands. If we are to be Christ’s followers we have
to live by his standards, difficult though this often is. Perhaps from time
to time we should reaffirm our baptismal vows in public.

Jesus came to baptised and the writer tells how as he rose from the wa-
ters, the Heavens opened and the Spirit descended on him like a dove.
When, if, you were baptised can you not remember a similar feeling of a
new beginning with the Holy Spirit coming down and touching or anoint-
ing you. When | look back over 30 years | can still fell the tingle of re-
emerging from the water a new person, born again.

Evangelism can simply be about being prepared to tell our story to oth-
ers. Telling our family and friends how over the years our belief in Jesus
has kept us from falling or has bolstered us. Twelve months after my
becoming a Christian | was shattered when my brother telephoned one
evening to say that our parents had been killed in a car crash, which we
subsequently found to have been due to a misjudgement in the dark by
my father. It could have irreparably broken my faith. Instead it made it
stronger as | felt the hand of the Holy Spirit helping me through the fol-
lowing weeks of the visit to the morgue to identify, the double funeral
and then the inquest.

.......... continued



Evangelism is about telling others how God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit
have helped us face life. | remember the father of an unruly youth telling
me many years ago how he envied me, because | had something he did
not have. | had a belief that | could build my life around. How many others
are there today seeking something on which to build their lives — and we
have the answer — if we are prepared to share it.

May the Holy Spirit continue to be in you and to guide you in your life.

Tony

BIBLE READINGS

8 August Deuteronomy 10:12 — 11:1
Hebrews 12: 3 -13
Mark 9: 42 — 50
15 August Isaiah 54: 1 -8

Ephesians 5:21 — 6:4
Mark 10: 13 - 16

22 August Micah 6: 1 -8
Ephesians 4:17 - 32
Mark 10: 46 - 52

29 August Isaiah 5:1-7
Acts 13: 44 — 52
Mark 12: 1 —-12
5 September Hosea 11:1-9

1 Corinthians 12:27 — 13:13
Mark 12: 28 — 34

12 September 1Kings 21:1-16
Galatians 1: 1 - 10
Mark 12: 35 - 44

19 September Deuteronomy 15: 1 - 11
2 Corinthians 9: 6 - 15
Mark 14: 1 -9

26 September Exodus 12: 21 - 27

Hebrews 9: 23 - 28
Mark 14: 10 - 25

3 October Genesis 32: 22 - 32
Colossians 1: 21 - 29
Mark 14: 26 - 42



BMS Birthday Scheme

August
13th Annie Gledhill
23rd Mary Sanderson
24th John Lilley
September
19th Lilian Lawson EMg&
- Ann
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FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART



<=>, &*

'@=>

$#

#B C ;;$

%



Salurday 25th Septemper
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SHELTERBOX

Six months after the earthquake in Haiti little has been done to rebuild the
homes destroyed in those few minutes and to provide shelter for the hun-
dreds of thousands of displaced families. During his recent visit to distribute
more boxes, Shelterbox volunteer, Per Dahlstrom witnesses football pitch
sized camps where in 5 foot by 5 foot areas families just had a tarpaulin held
up by branches to call home. The conditions were squalid and every time it
rains the ground turns to mud. And as we enter the hurricane season it does
not take much imagination to imagine the misery.

Shelterbox tents are tested in wind and rain up to 75 mph. The first Shelter-
box response team was mobilised within 12 minutes of the earthquake, with
the first tents arriving a few days later and they remain a safe and secure
shelter for thousands of families. To date 22,192 Shelterboxes have been
distributed in Haiti enough to provide shelter for 220,000 people.

During 2010 Shelterbox has responded to natural disasters in Kenya, Egypt,
Peru, Chile, Uganda, Fiji, Mexico, Sumatra, China and Pakistan as well as
Haiti. The latest response came in North East Brazil when flash floods de-
stroyed whole communities. To date 400 boxes have been distributed in the
towns of Barreiros and Branquinha.

A Shelterbox contains a tent for up to 10 people together with insulated
groundsheets, thermal blankets, mosquito nets, water purification equip-
ment, a multi-fuel stove, pans, utensils, bowls, mugs, cutlery and water stor-
age containers, tools plus a childrens activity set. All the things that are nec-
essary in this temporary home. The cost £490.

You will understand that Shelterbox is one of those international aid organi-
sations of which | am happy to support especially as distribution is done by

Shelterbox volunteers on site.

Tony

For more information, log on to the website below:

www.shelterbox.org
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Pastoral News

The schools have closed, the children are set free and the holiday
season is in full swing. | have been told of Church Members escap-
ing to such far away places as Wales, even Ireland and some to
even more exotic places. Indeed the Minister and his wife will be in
Church Brough from 14 to 23 August enjoying what is sure to be the
burning Cumbrian sun (and rain)! Enjoy yourselves and we hope you
return refreshed and reinvigorated.

Pat has once again become a child minder as Leanne has gone back
to work, so Tia is now delivered to Ley Fleaks two or three days a
week. Elsewhere Shirley expects to have to rest after having some
treatment to ease her troublesome joints, whilst Rosemary has ac-
cepted the need for a third leg and has joined the stick brigade.

Stanley seems to be as well as can be expected and got told off for
coming out too often when he made his third visit in four days to Idle
Baptist Church ( day trip, lunch and Sunday worship). Subsequently
the lift broke down keeping him confined to his quarters. Lilian contin-
ues to come in on Thursday, but needs our prayers as Colin has re-
turned to Thailand and she does not know when he might come back
to Idle.

Harry was in a reflective mode recently on the Anniversary of losing
Dorothy, especially as the family were away in Rothbury for a fort-
night. Lawrence continues to try to do as much as he can, but can
venture no further than the bench near his front door, except for the
trips to Kenneth's.

It is salutary to realise that of the “Gang of Four” only Judith and
Joan remain and Joan is now living out in Long Preston. Hopefully
we can arrange another visit to her shortly. We were reminded that
Olga would have been 90 this month (August) and flowers are being
put in church in remembrance of her.

Janet Berry remains in St Luke’s Hospital, aware of her limitations,
but determined to make the best of her situation. Mary Sanderson



said she felt like a new woman when visited recently having had her
hair “done” for the first time for a while. Irene Morris is also quite chirpy.

We were saddened recently by the death of Sandra Wilkinson who had
been both client and helper in the Day Centre in the past. Her Partner
Eric has now started to come for his lunch. It was good to meet San-
dra’s son and daughters after the funeral. Another of our Day Centre
clients Ursula Ashworth has been moved into residential accommoda-
tion in Clayton, nearer her son and remains quite poorly.

We are expecting a full church on 8" August when we welcome the
Hepworth family and friends. Hayley will be bringing her son Deonte
when we will give thanks for his new life and commit ourselves as a
church to be supportive of them as a family, not forgetting the Grand-
parents Hildegard and Gary.

Apologies for any omissions.

Please continue to pray for all the members of our church family both
those who are mentioned above and all who are connected with the
Church and with the Community Centre and Day Centre.

Tony and Rosemary will be attempting to operate the Day Centre for
the first two weeks in August and any offers of help would be greatly
appreciated. Do pray for us.

OO000000000000000000000000OOO00OQ
The next edition of the Messenger is due to be published on the
Sunday, 3rd October
Please let me have anything you would like to see in that edition by
Sunday, 26th September
You canring me: 0113 204 7419

or email me: milton.farrar@btinternet.com
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Sunday
Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wednesday

WEEKLY DIARY

10.30am

9.30am to 11.30am

9.00am to 11.30am

Alternate - 11.00am

9.00am to 3.00pm

9.30am to 12 noon

6.30pm to 8.00pm

9.30am to 3.00pm

6.00pm to 9.00pm

9.30am to 3.00pm

10.00am to 12 noon

10.45am to 11.45am

1.00pm to 4.00pm

10.00am to 3.00pm

Service of Christian worship
(Includes Communion on the first Sunday)

“Bright Sparks” Carers and Toddlers

Slimming World

“Pause for thought” - a short time for
prayer and chat around the coffee table
with the option of staying for lunch.

Day Care Centre
(Including Lunch)

Table Tennis

Brownies and Rainbows
(School Term times)

Day Care Centre
(Including Lunch)

Slimming World
Day Care Centre
(Including Lunch)
“Idle Exercisers”

Police Contact Point
(Fortnightly)

Guitar Class

“Livewire” for children 4 t010 years

(third Saturday of each month, October to June)

For all other events see the monthly diary inside




